
TTTT    
he technologies available 
through CMU have been 
assembled to provide a 

unique blend of educational, 
research and clinical applica-
tions. The Driving Evaluation, 
Education and Research Cen-
ter leverages these technolo-
gies to offer valuable teaching 
and learning opportunities 
while offering a much needed benefit to the 
surrounding community. 
 
 A key focus of the Center’s research re-
volves around how driver attention changes 
as people age focusing on adults 65 years of 
age and older. As the Center continues to 
grow, future research will focus on adults 
with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder 
and other diagnosed attention disorders, as 
well as elderly subjects suffering from cogni-
tive disorders. The results of this research 
will provide valuable insights into the ways 
which these disorders affect their attention 
while driving, creating the basis for assess-
ment of driving abilities and remediation 
potential. 
 
 
 
 
 

The following are the four goals of the CMU 
Driving Evaluation, Education and Research 
Center: 
 
 1.  1.  1.  1. The Center will be a state-of-the-art facility 
that will provide clinical assessment and edu-
cation for older drivers in Central and Northern 
Michigan to improve driving safety in the State 
of Michigan. 
 2.  2.  2.  2. The Center will 
become a nationally 
recognized facility for 
driving research on 
aging and attention 
disorders 
 3. 3. 3. 3. The Center will 
provide clinical and 
research opportuni-
ties for CMU students 
and faculty. 
 4.  4.  4.  4. The Center will 
establish community/
university collabora-
tions and partnerships to improve driving 
safety in the State of Michigan. 

www.chp.cmich.edu/bridges 

 

TTTT    
he mission of the CMU Center for 
Driving Evaluation, Education, 
and Research is to provide clini-

cal services to evaluate cognitive 
fitness to drive, provide education to 
improve older driver safety, and to 
conduct research on older drivers 
and drivers with attention disorders. 
The long term objective of the Center 
is to increase driving safety in Michi-
gan by reducing the number of fatal 
crashes involving older drivers. 
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2103 Hea l th  Pro fess ions 

Bu i ld ing  

Mount  P leasant ,  MI 48859 

Phone:  (989) 774-2341  

Fax :  (989) 774-2405 

br idges@cmich.edu 

Di r ec t or :  L iana Bachand 

Of f i ce :  (989) 774-1274 

Fax :  (989) 774-1853 

E-mai l :  

l iana.bachand@cmich.edu  

For more information please go 
to: 
 
www.chp.cmich.edu/bridges 
 
Or contact:  
 

Dr. Richard W. Backs 
(989) 774-6497 

richard.w.backs@cmich.edu 
 

To schedule an appointment 
please contact:  
 
Carls Center for Clinical Care 

and Education 
(989) 774-3904 

Www.chp.cmich.edu/carlscenter 

D I D  Y O U  K N OW ?  

 

D r i v e r s  8 5 - y e a r s  

a n d  o l d e r  a r e  t h e  

f a s t e s t  g r o w i n g  

a g e  g r o u p  a s  a  

p e r c e n t a g e  o f  

M i c h i g a n ’ s  

p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  

h a v e  t h e  h i g h e s t  

r a t e  o f  f a t a l  

c r a s h e s  o f  a n y  a g e  

g r o u p ,  i n c l u d i n g  

t e e n a g e r s .  

CARLS CENTER 

For Clinical Care and Education 

BRIDGES CENTER 

For Healthy Life Transitions 

A  C O M M U N I T Y  P A R T N E R S H I P  O F  T H E  

D I D  Y O U  K N OW ?  

 

M i c h i g a n  h a s  j u s t  

p a s s e d  a  l a w  a l l o w i n g  

d r i v e r s  o v e r  5 0  y e a r s  

o f  a g e  t o  r e c e i v e  

d i s c o u n t  o n  t h e i r  c a r  

i n s u r a n c e  a f t e r  

c o m p l e t i n g  a  d r i v e r  

e d u c a t i o n  c o u r s e .  

Assessment coming in Spring 2008! 


